














Echter’s Plant Doctors are available during store hours 7 days a week to answer your gardening questions. Need a problem diagnosed? It helps to bring in a sample.

Flower ﬁauwéerw

Give begonias, dahlias and cannas a head
start, and plant indoors now. Leave them
inside until mid-May, and you will have flowers
much earlier.
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Lift and divide crowded perennials in late March
if new growth is evident to ensure maximum
blooms and foliage in the coming months.

Proper soil preparation is essential for good
growth; add 1 part Nature’s Yield Compost to
2 parts soil.

Now is a great time to cut back old stalks from
your perennials so that you can enjoy the new
foliage and flowers in the spring and summer.

Trees & Shrubs

Early March is the best time to prune deciduous
trees and shrubs (some exceptions are birch,
maple, walnut, and elm. These should be
pruned mid-summer). Remove dead, dying, or
broken parts and branches that are crossed
and or rubbing against each other. Use a pole
pruner to reach branches up to about 15’ off the
ground. Pruning paints and wound dressings
are NOT recommended on the pruning cuts.

Prune fruit trees in March while
there is no danger of spreading
disease. Pruning assures good

air circulation for better fruit
production.

Examine vyour fruit trees for
evidence of fire blight. The

branches will look scorched, and
the leaves will remain on the branch. Prune
out infected branches, and sterilize pruners or
loppers between each cut. Spray the tree with
Fertilome Fire Blight Spray while in flower to
prevent the spread of this disease.

If your lilacs, honeysuckle or other shrubs
are overgrown, prune out two or three of the
oldest, largest stems using a lopper or pruning
saw. This will rejuvenate these plants.

Suffocate overwintering insects like aphids,
spider mites and scale on trees and shrubs by
spraying dormant oil.
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Remember to rotate the location of your
vegetable crops each year. Plant each variety
of vegetable in a different
part of your garden than you

did last year. g

Now is the time to start i‘:..;
broccoli, Brussels sprouts,
cauliflower, kohlrabi, onion,

tomatoes and peppers inside
for transplanting outdoors
later this spring.

When starting seeds indoors
use clean new containers
filled with new seed-starting
mix in order to prevent
disease problems. Provide seedings with
adequate light-fluorescent lights a couple
inches over the seedlings works well. Raise
the light as the plants grow. Use a timer to give
them about 16 hours of light a day.

Keep an N-sulate cover handy for unexpected
frosts after your garden is planted. It will help
keep tender crops protected from late season
frosts.
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Core aerate your lawn before you fertilize in the
middle of April. This helps to promote
deep root growth by providing oxygen
and moisture to the roots. You can
leave the plugs on the lawn as they
will compost back into the soil.

Overseeding a thin lawn can begin

as March warms up. Rake areas to

be seeded to expose the soil. Seed

these areas with a good
quality grass seed and keep moist
until well germinated

We do not normally recommend
power raking, but hand thatching
is very beneficial for the lawn. It
allows good air circulation and
can prevent many diseases of
the grass.

If you had disease problems in your
lawn last year, apply Scotts Lawn
Fungus Control when grass greens
up as a preventive measure.

Ludoor Plants

March is a great time to transplant houseplants
into the next-sized larger pot. Use a good well-
drained houseplant potting mix.
Prune back leggy houseplants now
before the spring flush of growth.
As days grow longer, houseplants
resume active growth and benefit
from applications of fertilizer like
Jack’s Classic Houseplant Special.

Start an indoor herb garden. Plant
several kinds of herbs together in
a pot, or grow them individually in
small pots. Chives, marjoram, mint,
oregano, parsley, sage, tarragon
and thyme are good choices for a
sunny kitchen windowsill.

Birds

Nesting will begin soon which puts an extra
burden on parent birds. You can help birds
with their nests by providing a mesh bag near
bird activity areas filled with pieces of thread,
string, yarn or lint from your dryer. Also leave
small piles of twigs to help them in their nesting
process.

Put up a woodpecker house under the
eaves or near your home. This may deter
other flickers from beating on your house.
Woodpeckers and flickers are territorial and
will keep others away.
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Now is a great time to inspect patio furniture
and grills for any necessary maintenance.
Wood furniture may need a coat of oil or
sealant, cushions may need to be repaired
or replaced and grills may need to
be cleaned and checked for any
problems for a worry-free summer
in your outdoor space.

GUARANTEED
RESULTS!

Has your compost pile stopped
“cooking”? Reactivate the microbes
this month with a prepared compost
maker product and get that
decomposition started again.
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Pruning Trees & Shrubs

Learn the basics of what to prune, when to do the job and how to
prune properly. Avoid common mistakes that can lead to problems
later.

Saturday, March 13 10:00 — 11:30am

Instructors: Quinn Farrington and Gay Bechir

Basics of Hydroponic Growing

Starting with the basics, you'll learn the latest techniques and
technology to get the maximum results for your efforts. Learn about
lighting, nutrients, media and watering systems.

Sunday, March 14 2:00 — 3:30pm

Instructor: Jeff Echter

Vegetable Gardening 101:

10 Steps to a Successful Garden
Want to grow your own veggies this year? Get a little exercise and
fresh air? All you need is a little know-how and a desire to succeed.

Growing your own veggies is easy!
Saturday, March 20 10:00 — 11:30am

(structor: Anne Carlson

S/oré@ Classes

Classes are FREE and do not require registration, unless otherwise noted.
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Perennials — Growing and Maintenance Techniques

All perennials benefit from yearly maintenance. Learn how to spruce-
up, divide plants and restore order to the border.

Sunday, March 21 2:00 — 3:30pm

Instructor: Gay Bechir

Do-1It-Yourself Houseplant Repotting Workshop

Bring 1 or 2 plants that you will repot with guidance from profes-
sional specialists.

Echter’s will supply the potting mix. You buy the container of your choice.
No charge for soil and participation. You pay only for your

new container(s).

Saturday, March 27 10:00 - 11:00am

Instructors: Krystal Keistler, Anne Carlson, Tim Erickson

Spring Container workshop

Greet spring and dress up your porch or patio with a container of
colorful, cold hardy plants. Bring gloves and a trowel for this
hands-on workshop.

Registration required. To register, call 303-424-7979

Materials Fee $25

Sunday, March 28 2:00 — 3:30pm
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March Hours
Monday — Friday 10:00am — 6:00pm
Saturday 9:00am — 6:00pm
Sunday 10:00am — 5:00pm

5150 Garrison St.
Take Wadsworth to 52nd Ave.
Then go west 1 mile to Echter’s

303-424-7979
echters.com

To learn about our weekly savings, visit
our web site and sign up for eNews!

Meet JW KJM

Judy is our new Transplant Supervisor and is the
one responsible for making sure all those great
annuals are available for you in a timely manner.

Judy grew up in lllinois and Wisconsin, and
moved to Colorado in 1975. Judy began her
career in the Green Industry in 1977. She

worked at Veldkamp’s and Country Fair before
coming to Echter’s as our groundskeeper.

She has been the one responsible for keeping Echter’s

grounds and extensive flower beds neat and pretty.

Judy is married to Michael and has a son, Steven. Judy and Michael share their
home with 3 cats, Morgan, Carlester and Pepper. When Judy is not supervising
planting at Echter’s, she is busy at home puttering in her garden, bowling,

collecting American coins, or cutting glass for her hobby of stained glass. A little

known fact about Judy—her favorite flower is the geranium. “They bloom forever,

email: news@ echters.com
Find us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

they are tough and they are a really awesome plant”!
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Learn While You Earn: Seasonal Job Opportunities at Echter’s

We are looking for friendly, helpful people who know, or want to learn about growing
plants, gardening and related products for garden and patio. We have full-time and part-
time seasonal positions available. Employees also receive great discounts at Echter’s!
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